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T

his newsletter marks somewhat of a
th
milestone. You are reading the 30
newsletter I have done for the club.
Reaching such a landmark had me
reminiscing once again, back to the early
days of the HCH. I've taken Silver Lining
readers down memory lane a couple
times, most recently in the Spring 06
issue, so I won't subject you to such
ramblings again this soon.
In those previous musings, I let be known
that some articles just might be resurrect
from the primitive years of the newsletter.
Well, no more warnings, I'm following
through; however it's much worse than
promised. Instead of just bringing back an
old article, an entire newsletter has been
reprinted in tribute of this milestone.
That's right; page 5 is a scanned copy of
the very first HCH newsletter, in its
entirety. When you take the minute and a
half to read the entire page of newsletter
numero uno, I suggest not drinking hot
coffee or doing anything where

On the Cover:
Starr Bumble Bee, In 1984 this aircraft was
credited as the smallest aircraft ever flown
in the Guinness Book of World Records.
Wingspan: 6ft 6 inches
Length:
9ft 4 inches
Pima Air and Space Museum
Tucson, AZ

Click here for more info about the
Bumble Bee and the Pima Air Museum
Photo by Scott Rhoades

uncontrollable laughter might cause
injury. Not that I think I'm funny mind you.
In this case you will be laughing at me, not
with me.
Before anybody asks; no, it wasn't printed
on parchment nor is it so old the paper
turned color. That newsletter was printed
on yellow copy paper. The way it scanned
just makes look like some recently
discovered artifact that Chris Columbus
brought from Spain.
Coincidentally, issue #1 and this issue
(Fall 08) have very similar reports of
news. The corresponding report in this
edition happened long after the decision
was made to reprint the first issue and the
coincidence was realized during final
editing. Having said all that, I'm not going
to reveal any more, I will let you discover
the parallel stories. Hint: the report from
this newsletter is in the Misc. News
section.
Most of you know by now I share personal
adventures and mishaps to fill the pages
of many newsletters. This issue will be no
different. The next adventure I'm going to
share with you is my venture into Free
Flight. Well not much of a venture per-say,
as it's not like those guys seen in Model
Aviation Magazine that have it down to a
science. I simply paid five bucks and some
change for an electric FF plane at a Harbor
Freight sidewalk sale. Figured for that kind
of money, what the heck, won't be out
much if it doesn't fly. Construction was
pretty simple with the most difficult part
being getting the thin foam wing and
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2 Editor:
horizontal stab taped onto the foam fuse
straight. Once the plane was together, if
you squinted your eyes, turned your head
sideways and stood back ten or more feet
it kind of resembled a Cessna 172.
With construction complete, all that was
needed for the first flight was putting the
two supplied AA batteries into the charger
and plugging it into the plane. If I
remember correctly the instructions said
to leave it plugged in for one minute to
charge the onboard cell. With the plane
charged, the switch was turned on and the
first flight had all the grace and splendor of
a rock. Since an uncoordinated six year
old school girl could have chucked this
plane further than it flew, it was to ye ole'
work shop for a little modifying.
After some tweaking with the CG and
removing unnecessary stuff like the
landing gear to shave some weight, I tried
another flight. This time it was able to
make one and a half circles around the
yard before coming to rest in the grass.
Subsequent flights had similar results and
since my daughter, Emily, was equally
unimpressed, on to a high shelf it went to
collect dust.
Fast forwarding about a year: In order to
reach some items, this little plane had to
be disturbed from its resting spot. Since it
was not put back on its lofty, out of sight,
perch right away, the ever tinkering
modeler in me wondered for a couple
days, if yet a little more modifying will
make it fly any better. Well, that was a
stupid question, of course it would. Never
ending tweaking always makes something
better… Right?
First thing to do was see if the cheap, no

name, batteries in the charger still had
power, so a connection to the plane was in
order. After a minute or so the charger was
disconnected and the switch turned on.
The motor spooled up quite nicely but
went complete flat in about 15 seconds.
Encouraged the batteries still had enough
life for another round of Free Flight Follies,
the charger was hooked up again but the
decision was to leave it attached a little
longer this time.
This is where I say “Oops”, because I got a
little sidetracked. What was supposed to
be a two minute charge turn into more like
five minutes. Hit the switch again but this
time got plenty of prop turnin', air bustin'
motor time, a lot more than ever did
before. This thing wanted to fly and right
then I had one of those, “Aha” moments.
“It's probably not the dog I originally
thought, just needs more charge time
than one stinkin' minute”.

Picture of plane. From
Harborfreight.com
The next morning winds are just about
dead calm, a perfect occasion to test my
longer-than-instructed-charge-time
theory. Brought the plane out of the shop
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and set it on the kitchen table with the
charger installed. Another “Oops” on the
charge duration, but really got side
tracked this time, it charged for more like
40 minutes. Oh well, out to the yard for a
test flight.
Standing in a spot well away from any
obstacles, turned on the switch and gave
it a gentle hand launch. The now
overcharged, overheated cell burst into
flames sending the whole thing to the
ground in one big Hindenburg inferno.
That's probably what you electric guys
were thinking but no, it flew and flew quite
well. Right away it went into a slight climb
with a little bit of a left bank. Within a few
seconds it showed it was going to exceed
any previous flights.
Making a few circles and still gaining
altitude, it had me feeling quite proud of
my discovery. About a half a minute later,
still climbing and circling, a very slight
breeze is now taking it towards the
neighbor's property. I follow along and
think; this is way cool. Now
understanding why the Free Flight guys
get into this.
Another minute passes and I'm quite
amazed how well it's going, but figure any
moment the motor will quit and the gentle
decent back to earth will begin. With the
little plane now at an altitude of about 200
ft. my amazement is starting to turn into
uneasiness. I decide it's time for it to
come down now but no, it has other ideas,
flying like a high strung dog that realizes
nobody has the leash and nobody can
catch it. Still climbing and circling making
its way towards yet another neighbor's
property, the one with a swamp.
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Twenty some odd years of flying R/C has
me a bit unnerved that I don't have
control of this contraption. Not a single
thing can be done to make it come back
but my subconscious is screaming, “CHOP
THE THROTTLE DUMMY!” I don't even
have a chance with a rock or two. Amidst
my frustration I conclude, those FF guys
are nuts. Why would anybody fly a plane
and not have SOME control of it… That's
just crazy!
It's not long before the probability of
recovery goes from hopeless to not a
stinkin' chance. At this point all I can do is
laugh and try to convince myself this little
plane has just given me more than five
dollars worth of entertainment. I hate
losing any plane regardless of the cost.
I keep watching as it goes higher and
further away but soon it becomes difficult
to keep an eye on. I head back to the
house for my binoculars, but assume by
time I get there and find the binoculars; it
will be out of sight, likely descending into
a corn field.
Standing on my deck and scanning the
sky with the binos I catch sight of it right
away. Even with the binos it's just a tiny
spec but even more amazing there is
evidence the motor is STILL running
because now the plane is proposing. I
remembered it doing that before, when
meeting a headwind it would climb and
stall climb and stall. I watch for another
half a minute or so until losing sight in the
upswing of a proposing action. That's it,
never to be seen again as it disappears
into a low cloud.
Note to self… 40 minute charge…too long.
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By

ScottRhoades

The annual HCH meeting has been scheduled for February 22nd at 2:00 pm at the Holly
VFW Hall on Airport Dr. in Holly. All members and even prospective members are
encouraged to attend. As always, be sure to bring your winter project. Since its too
early to schedule anything with the fine folks at the VFW, be sure to monitor the HCH
web site and your email box for any changes with this meeting.
Membership renewals for '09 are being accepted by HCH secretary Jim Finch.
Remember renewals are due March 1st and renewals paid after April 15th will be
assessed a late fee of $15. Here is a link to the membership renewal form.
http://hollycloudhoppers.org/documents/HCH%20Renewal.pdf
For members that have attempted to fly planes through the large oak tree that looms
just left of straight out from the flight line, I have news. That tree is no longer a threat
to passing aircraft, as it has been cut down. Ken Kliewer was the last member to
challenge that tree with a plane and promptly decided that was enough. A call was
placed to Holly Rec. HQ and after over a year of promising to have the tree removed the
manager decided club members could take matters into their own hands. Three cheers
for Ken, Chuck Beach, Doug Pickett and Frank Robinson who wasted no time getting
that tree on the ground before anybody could change their mind. Getting that tree on
the ground was the easy part now it needs to be cut up and hauled away. If you can
help with this task, contact any of the above mentioned. Phone numbers and emails
can be found in the roster of the members only section of the web site:
http://hollycloudhoppers.org/members.html
The latest trends in the Michigan economy have unfortunately claimed a few victims.
One such victim note worthy to our hobby is the closing of Hobby World in Brighton.
No matter how much equipment, supplies or R/C knickknacks we buy online we have
to remember the local hobby shops and how vital they are to the hobby, as well as our
existence as a club. This is where I would like to give major kudos to John Hoover and
his staff at Flight Line Hobby in Lake Orion. Flight Line donated gift certificates that
were given away as door prizes at the Open House. Show your thanks for supporting
our club by trading some of your hard earned cash for their R/C stuff.
http://www.flightlinehobby.us
The next kudos to be handed out go to Cathy and Bob Hampton of Sugar Buzz candy
store located in the Grand Mall in Grand Blanc. The Hamptons donated the candy that
was used in the candy drop as well as handing out a souvenir to kids at the Open
House. Be sure to stop in and stock up before that holiday sweet tooth acts up. You
know you're going to get that stuff, so get it from people that support the club.
http://www.sugarbuzzinc.com
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6 Misc. News
The Chesaning swap meet to be held February, 8th 2009 will be at a new location! Tom
Carpenter, NL editor for the Chesaning club, told me they have lost the college as a
swap meet place and it will now be held at the Saginaw County Fairgrounds. The
fairgrounds are located on Peet Rd. two miles east of M-52 and about 1 mile south of M57 in Chesaning. Here is a Google map link to the fairgrounds. Map
Fun Fact: Looking at the latest roster I counted six father/son, or in my case
father/daughter, membership combinations. From day one the club has had other
types of family combos including sibling members, uncle/nephew members, and even
had Grandfather/grandson members. This, however, is the most fathers and their
offspring combos the club has ever had at one time. It's really nice to see. Don't believe
we've ever had a husband/wife combo. Isn't there wording about that in the by-laws
somewhere?

Tips and Techniques
Wing/Tail Alignment
Get an old telescope antenna (the same type as found on transmitters). Use it as an
adjustable-length measuring rod to compare critical measurements on airplanes during
construction. This can help you compare the distance from one wingtip to the stabilizer
and to make sure this distance is equal on both sides of the airplane. This ensures that
the stabilizer is parallel to the wing.
-From the South Bend Radio Control Club, South Bend, Indiana

Keep Your Parts in Place
Ever had the prop nut, washer, and propeller fly off while airborne? Ever heard that
sickening “crack!” when you touch the starter to the engine and then spend the next hour
looking for the prop nut in the tall weeds? Well, try this solution:
Put an o-ring on the end of the engine crank shaft after you get everything secured. It may
keep the prop nut from spinning all the way off next time your engine decides to be
cantankerous.
By the way, I hope you have been around long enough to know that propellers, especially
the wooden kind, compress after being subjected to tightening down of the prop nut.
That’s why you see so many coming loose early Saturday morning at the field. What was
tight for the last flight on Sunday ain’t tight a week later. Check ‘em!
—From the Beachmasters R/C Club, Ocean Park, West Virginia
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Safety Report

M

ost of you who know who I am are
familiar with the fact that I fly all
electric planes with the exception of a
few gasoline burners. This used to be the case
anyway.
After a rough season that saw two of my kit
built electrics get re-kitted and two more get
crunched fairly good, I was a little disgusted to
say the least. In addition to that, I destroyed
or damaged some expensive battery packs in
the process. Granted, all of the “incidents”
could have been avoided and were all my fault,
but I was still forced to take a step back a
reassess my direction in the hobby.
After many sleepless nights(not really)I came
to the conclusion that I would go back to my
roots and switch most of my 40 and 60 sized
planes to glow. Yep, you heard that right, the
E-flier is back to glow and I have to say that
except for the dead glow igniters, intermittent
switches on my starter motor, clogged fuel
filters and slime all over my planes, I'm
enjoying it. That's not to say I've given up
electrons for good, they definitely have their
place in my hangar and probably always will
until I give up all forms of aero modeling. I
mean, who's ever flown a 6 ounce foamy on
glow power? I'm sure some will argue that it
could be done with a little Cox .049 or
something, but why would anyone want to
subject themselves to that sort of abuse.
This hobby is supposed to be fun, right? Some
of you have seen my little “Buzz Bomb” bipe
flitting around the field. I would never consider
a glow engine for that. If I had, it would
probably have been destroyed long ago due to
a deadstick or something. For me, my new
rule of thumb for powering models is this:
Under 3lbs is electric, over 10lbs is gas, and
everything in between is nitro. I've based this
rule strictly on the cost of good reliable
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By Tory Showek
HCH Safety officer

batteries and the reliability of small glow
engines.
Of course there are always
exceptions like some of the off brand battery
manufacturers who put out a decent battery at
a decent price or the little Saito (pronounced
Sigh-toe, FYI) 26 or 30 4 strokes. But, like I
said this is my rule of thumb.
So you're probably wondering what all this has
to do with safety. Well, it's about knowing the
history and background of the crucial
components that we place inside of our planes.
Specifically, components like switches and
receiver batteries. You see, when you fly
electric, typically you don't need separate
airborne batteries and switches.
When I converted my Mustang Reno racer to
glow I had to dust off all these components I
haven't even looked at in 3yrs. Yeah, I've got a
bag of old switches and a few battery packs in
the bin, but I cannot recall there history and I
know for a fact the packs haven't been cycled.
So what did I do? The same thing most of you
would have done. I grabbed a switch and
installed it and slapped a battery on the
overnight wallwart charger and flew the plane
the next day. Luckily, I didn't have a problem,
but after only 3 short flights my battery wasn't
up to snuff with a 1 amp load applied.
Moral of the story? If you've got equipment
that has a questionable or unknown history,
it's best to not use them. It's just not worth the
20 or 25 dollars or worth hurting yourself or
someone else.
I hope everyone has great building season and
Happy Holidays.
Tory Showek
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Events
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See Misc. News
For more info

HCH dates

Events around the area

Chili Fly

HCH Club Field.

Cheasaning Swap Meet

Saginaw County Frairgrounds

Annual HCH meeting

Holly VFW Hall, Holly MI

11:00 am

January 1st

9:00 am

February 8

2:00pm
2:00 pm

th

February 22

nd

March 1st

2009 HCH Membership dues due
Flying Aces Swap Meet

Lake Fenton High School

Toledo R/C Exposition

Seagate Center, Toledo OH

9:00 am

March 1st
April 3,4,5

th

This newsletter is a communication of the HCH (Holly Cloud Hoppers). Contributions and editorial comments are welcome and may be forwarded to the Editor.
The Editor reserves the right to reject or edit articles and other copy submitted for publication. Every attempt is made to assure the accuracy of the information
presence, but the Editor cannot be responsible for errors or omissions. Content is copyright ©2008 by the HCH. Users may download and/or print some or all of the
material on this letter solely for their own personal use. Any other copying, redistribution or publication of any material is strictly prohibited without the express
written consent of the copyright owner. Exception: Non-profit club newsletters may reprint entire articles or excerpts without authorization, as long as proper
credits are give to the author, and the HCH including a current web address to the HCH. Editorial content provided by writers does not necessarily reflect the
opinion of the HCH, or does it accept responsibility for the results of advice given by columnists or writers.
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